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Killing	the	Messenger	
Mark	6:14-29	

Last	week	we	finally	got	the	sense	
that	Jesus’	plan	with	the	disciples	
is	working.	The	12	young	guns	are	
given	the	chance	to	earn	their	
brass.	He	sends	them	out	2	by	2,	
deputized	with	His	power	to	
round	up	people	in	Galilee	for	
God’s	kingdom.	Repent	and	
Believe!	The	12	are	ordered	to	
depend	on	God	for	everything…no	
backup	and	no	fancy	upgrades.	
And	they’re	getting	it	done.	
Sowing	the	word	of	God	with	
power	on	rugged	ground.	Reports	
are	traveling	far	and	fast.	Sure	
sounds	like	victory.		
But	instead	of	letting	us	enjoy	a	
victory	parade,	God	inspires	Mark	
to	insert	a	warning	here	-	the	rest	
of	John	the	Baptist’s	story	(1:14).	
Killing	the	Messenger.	
I.	Why	reminded	us	of	the	cost?	
Isn’t	this	supposed	to	be	Good	
News?		
We’re	reminded	heaven	is	our	
home	every	time	we	hear	another	
person	dying	for	Jesus.		
VOM	website:	Another	pastor	is	
brutally	murdered.	Why?	He	
pastored	a	church	near	the	North	
Korean	border	that	helped	North	
Korean’s	came	to	know	Jesus.	At	
the	back,	we	have	a	map	that	
shows	the	most	dangerous	areas	
in	the	world	for	Christians.		

In	Canada,	we	believe	we	are	far	
away	from	this	danger.	God	has	
been	gracious	to	allow	us	a	
generous	measure	of	peace	and	
freedom.	But	recent	events	have	
sparked	the	imagination.	What	if	
invaders	overtook	our	town	and	
lined	up	all	known	church	goers.		
And	gave	us	the	choice	of	
renouncing	Jesus	or	dying	
horribly.	I’ve	come	to	a	peace	
about	that	answer.	Maybe	today’s	
story	will	help	you	too.	
Prayer	
II.	Death	Doesn’t	Win.		
Read	V14-15			
Who	is	this	powerful	Jesus?	
Jesus	is	becoming	a	household	
name	and	people	are	going	to	have	
opinions.	Normally,	you	put	a	
group	of	4	guys	together	on	a	
popular	topic	and	you’ll	have	4	
opinions.	How	about	with	ladies?	
Only	3	opinions	surface	here	
about	Jesus	and	all	believe	He’s	a	
prophet.	The	Pharisees	from	
Jerusalem	tried	to	spread	he	was	
an	agent	of	Beelzebub.	That	didn’t	
take	in	Galilee…from	small	villages	
to	Tiberius	the	city	Herod	Antipas	
built	and	stayed	in	(most	Jews	
avoided	-	built	on	a	graveyard).	
John	resurrected?	Repentance	
was	central	to	John’s	baptism	so	
it’s	easy	to	draw	a	parallel	



	 2	

between	John	and	Jesus.	People	
were	reasoning	that	if	John	had	
come	back	from	the	dead…a	
resurrected	John	would	come	back	
with	powers	like	Jesus	displayed.		
Elijah?	In	2	kings	2:11	we	find	
Elijah	never	died.	God	took	His	
prophet	up	to	heaven.	So	the	
powerful	Elijah	is	back	in	the	form	
of	Jesus.	Others	may	have	recalled	
the	prophet	Malachi…who	
predicted	a	messenger	(an	Elijah	
type	figure)	who	prepares	the	way	
for	the	Lord’s	return	to	trample	
the	wicked	(Mal	4:3).		
Extra:	In	scriptures	we	find	that	
John	the	Baptist	is	described	as	
one	who	came	in	the	spirit	and	
power	of	Elijah	(Lk	1:17).	John	
himself	testified	that	he	was	not	
Elijah	(returned	from	heaven)	but	
the	messenger	of	Isaiah	40:3	-	
calling	in	the	dessert	to	make	way	
for	the	Lord.	Elijah	actually	
appears	with	Jesus	later	in	Mark’s	
gospel	(Mk		9,transfiguration).	
	

Now	we’re	going	to	hear	why	
Herod	is	so	paranoid.	And	who	
really	planned	John’s	execution.	
Here’s	a	little	background:	
The	twisted	family	tree	of	King	
Herod	is	bizarre	even	for	today’s	
tabloids.	The	Jewish	historian,	
Josephus	fills	in	the	details.	In	
short,	Herod	the	Great	(tried	to	
kill	baby	Jesus)	had	10	wives–	four	

of	his	sons	he	named	Herod.	When	
he	died,	he	divided	the	kingdom	
among	four	sons.	Herod	Antipas	
(the	tetrarch)	was	given	Galilee	
and	East.	He’s	the	one	in	our	story	
today.	The	other	main	character	is	
Herodias:	a	woman	with	a	great	
thirst	for	power	and	the	will	to	
step	over	anyone	to	get	it.	She	was	
stuck	married	to	Herod’s	half	
brother	Philip	with	no	future	in	
Rome.	So	she	schemes	her	way	
into	uncle	Herod	Antipas’s	
attentions	(the	family	is	full	of	
incest).	Both	she	and	Herod	had	to	
divorce	to	make	it	work.	No	big	
deal	for	her,	but	Herod	the	puppet	
king	of	Rom	took	a	great	risk	to	
marry	the	younger	woman.		
Read	V16-19		
The	Woman	behind	Herod	
John	was	filled	with	the	Holy	
Spirit…even	before	birth.	No	one	
intimidated	him.	John	called	King	
Herod	to	repentance	several	times	
over	his	desire	to	marry	Herodias.	
John	can	be	blunt.	Here’s	a	sample	
to	the	crowds	coming	for	baptism,	
“you	brood	of	vipers,	who	warned	
you?	Show	that	you	have	repented	
by	your	actions.	Don’t	hide	behind	
your	ancestry	with	Abraham…it	
won’t	help	you	in	the	judgment	
with	fire.	Share	with	the	needy	
and	don’t	take	advantage	of	your	
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position	to	take	extra	pay.	Be	
content	with	your	wages.”	(Lk	3)		
Mark	tells	us	that	it	was	Herodias	
who	provoked	Herod	to	do	
something	about	John.	Darkness	
hates	the	light.	She	burns	inside	to	
kill	God’s	messenger.	There	was	
little	thought	to	how	it	might	
affect	Herod’s	reputation.	A	
quarrelsome	wife	is	like	a	
dripping	faucet	(Prov	27:15).	So	he	
finally	seizes	John	and	treats	him	
like	a	criminal	publically.	Why	not	
turn	the	dripping	faucet	off	and	
finish	John?	There’s	a	reason	
Herod	keeps	John	like	a	bird	in	a	
cage,	safe	from	the	cat.		
Read	V20		
Herod	has	a	conscience.	When	it	
comes	down	to	it,	the	scheming	
son	of	a	tyrant	still	knows	there	is	
a	God	to	be	feared.	He	knows	the	
presence	of	righteousness.	Antipas	
is	challenged	by	John’s	words	but	
there	is	some	part	of	him	that	
knows	it’s	good	for	him.	But	John’s	
words	fall	on	the	rocky	path	and	
create	no	more	than	intrigue.	It’s	
entertainment.	It	does	not	activate	
repentance.	Herod	kept	his	canary	
too	long	with	a	cat	in	the	house.		
Read	V21-24a		
Pride	is	a	Trap	
What	an	opportunity	for	the	step-
daughter,	Salome	(Josephus).	Up	
to	half	the	kingdom.	Actually,	

Herod	didn’t	have	that	power.	His	
power	came	from	Rome.	He	was	
drunk	and	bragging.	But	certainly	
Salome	had	a	golden	ticket.	If	she	
was	quick	about	her	request,	it	
would	be	witnessed	by	those	
Herod	was	trying	to	impress.	She	
scampers	off	to	consult	with	the	
only	one	she	could-	her	mom.	
Everyone	else	they	left	back	in	
Rome.		
Read	24b-V25		
Enabler-Pleaser	
Her	request	is	short	and	precise:	
bringing	John’s	life	to	an	end	in	a	
way	only	a	twisted	vengeful	
person	could	savor:	his	head	on	a	
platter.		
Most	families	have	an	enabler-
pleaser	to	some	degree.	Salome	
would	do	anything	to	make	her	
mom	happy…or	to	prevent	her	
rage.	Sadly,	she	shines	in	her	role	
in	the	set-up	to	best	her	
stepfather.	
My	heart	grows	heavy	when	I	
think	of	children	with	parents	full	
of	bitterness	and	hate.	How	are	
they	supposed	to	honor	parents	
who	give	evil	commands?		
I	believe	it	is	a	good	long-term	
strategy	to	encourage	and	equip	
parents	to	honor	God	in	their	
marriage	and	parenting.	That	is	
work	that	bears	fruit	for	
generations.		
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Read	V26-28		
Conscience	VS.	Pride	
Herod	was	torn	but	in	the	end,	his	
honor	came	before	God’s.	And	
pride	won	against	conscience.	The	
tongue	is	a	powerful	thing.	From	it	
comes	praises	and	malicious	
rumors	that	spread	to	kill	
reputations	like	a	forest	fire	(James	
3).	How	many	people	would	like	to	
take	back	a	rash	word	that	sparks	
a	war?	
A	humble	sincere	apology	from	
that	tongue	to	the	same	people	is	
the	clearest	remedy	to	clean	that	
kind	of	stain.	
Why?	It	requires	one	to	reign	in	
pride	and	subject	the	tongue	to	
humility.	Taming	the	tongue	is	
one	of	the	most	difficult	inner	
battles.	Whether	it’s	gossip,	
sarcasm,	boastfulness,	cursing,	
envy	or	slander.	
Submit	yourselves,	then,	to	God.	
Resist	the	devil,	and	he	will	flee	
from	you.	Come	near	to	God	and	He	
will	come	near	to	you…Humble	
yourselves	before	the	Lord	and	He	
will	lift	you	up.	James	4:7-10	
	

No	last	words	for	John	–	so	unfair	
in	every	way.	But	fair	is	not	what	
to	expect	from	this	world.	Some	of	
us	are	slow	learners	though...still	
whining	when	the	cards	don’t	play	
our	way.	Jesus	said,	“In	this	world	
we	will	have	trouble.	Take	comfort	

though,	Jesus	has	overcome	the	
world	(Jn	16:33).	We	will	go	where	
He	is.		
Even	the	greatest	man	(Jn	11:11),	
John	the	Baptist,	struggled	in	the	
midst	of	unfair	circumstances	(Matt	
11:2ff).	From	prison	he	sent	his	
disciples	to	ask	Jesus	for	
assurance…that	He	was	the	
Messiah.		
When	doubts	arise,	where	do	we	
go?	That’s	a	good	question	to	ask	
one	another.	Especially	for	newer	
believers	to	learn.	Going	to	Jesus	is	
how	we	receive	assurance	for	we	
find	that	He	is	faithful.	(Heb	10:23)		
John’s	disciples	must	have	been	
crushed	by	the	news.	
Read	V29	John’s	Disciples	
In	Matt	14:13ff	we	find	that	John’s	
disciples	brought	the	news	to	
Jesus.	And	Jesus	withdrew…alone	
in	a	boat	with	God.	His	thoughts	
and	conversation	with	the	Father	
must	have	renewed	His	
perspective	and	strength.	By	the	
time	He	reached	the	other	side	of	
the	lake,	He	had	compassion	for	
the	crowds	and	served	them.	That	
night	he	again	got	away	alone	with	
the	Father.	In	loss,	we	need	time	
alone	with	God.	Those	that	wait	
upon	the	Lord	shall	be	renewed	
(Isaiah	40:31ff).	
What	became	of	John’s	disciples?	
Presumably	some	would	have	
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joined	Jesus’	larger	group	of	
disciples	at	that	point	(first	3	from	
John)	but	later,	a	dozen	came	to	
receive	Jesus	to	the	full,	through	
the	ministry	of	the	apostle	Paul.	
(Acts	19:3-10).	
We	must	not	forget	that	this	sad	
part	of	the	Gospel	explains	why	
Herod	was	haunted	by	Jesus.	It	
explains	how	death	is	swallowed	
up	in	victory.	God’s	enemy	tried	to	
cut	off	His	voice	to	still	her	searing	
conscience.	But	God	rose	up	an	
even	more	powerful	one.	God’s	
enemies	live	in	fear	and	doubt	
because	God’s	plans	of	salvation	
cannot	be	defeated.	Neither	will	
His	judgement.	
God	gave	John	a	unique	role	in	
history	–to	cultivate	the	soil	of	
people’s	hearts	for	meeting	Jesus.	
He	called	people	to	repentance	
and	God	offered	the	grace	of	
cleansing	forgiveness	through	his	
baptism.	But	not	salvation.	The	
gospel	had	only	begun.	John’s	
sudden	death	was	no	surprise	to	
God.	He	had	suffered	enough.	God	
took	him	from	the	dank	dungeon	
of	Herod	to	God’s	grandstand	view	
in	paradise.	Where	he	saw	his	
cousin,	the	Son	of	God,	complete	
the	mission	to	save	sinners	once	
and	for	all.	Those	who	believe	in	
Jesus	will	not	perish	but	have	
everlasting	life	(Jn	3:16).		

“Where,	oh	death,	is	your	victory?”	
(1	Cor	15:55)	
Herod	reaped	what	he	sowed.	
The	wife	he	had	to	get	rid	of	was	
also	a	peace	deal	with	the	king	of	
Nabataea	(E	of	dead	sea).	Later,	
King	Aretas	came	to	avenge	his	
daughter’s	shame	by	crushing	
Herod’s	army	in	AD36.	When	
Emperor	Caligula	came	to	power	
in	Rome,	he	did	not	expand	
Herod’s	territory	as	expected.	
Herodias	badgered	her	husband	
again	till	he	appeared	in	Rome	
before	Caligula	for	an	appeal.	This	
was	a	major	political	blunder.	
Instead,	they	were	banished	and	
died	in	obscurity.	
John	warned	Herod	not	to	marry	
that	girl.	
III.	Is	the	cost	of	too	high	for	us?	
I	don't	remember	seeing	any	
warning	labels,	the	last	time	I	
opened	a	gospel	tract.	Yet	its	clear	
that	Gods	path	of	righteousness	
may	lead	to	imprisonment	and	
death.	The	in	breaking	of	God's	
kingdom	through	Jesus	is	a	clash	
of	kingdoms.	That	is	why	Jesus’	
closest	disciple,	John,	warns	us	not	
to	love	the	world.	It	will	pass	
away,	but	the	person	who	does	
God’s	will	lives	forever	(1	Jn	2:15ff).	
And	James,	Jesus’	half	brother	
warns	that	even	friendship	with	
the	world	is	being	actively	
opposed	to	God	(4:4).	So	in	view	
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of	eternity,	why	not	risk	making	
the	most	of	the	time	we	have	for	
God?		
We	happen	to	be	living	in	a	place	
of	freedom	and	peace...where	
people	are	granted	personal	
rights-including	freedom	of	
religion	(at	least	privately).		
What	have	we	done	with	this	
unique	time	in	history?		
I	do	not	find	in	this	passage	an	
order	for	believers	to	rebuke	our	
rulers	publically.	Instead,	God	tells	
us	we	have	a	responsibility	to	pray	
for	all	those	in	authority	according	
to	1	Tim	2	(God	allowed	them	to	
rule,	Rom	13).	They	have	been	
chosen	for	a	task	that	needs	God’s	
blessing:	wisdom,	righteousness	
and	compassion.	As	a	citizen	of	
Canada,	we	have	the	privilege	of	
shaping	future	policy.	Though	the	
tide	of	opinion	may	be	against	us,	
we	still	can	express	by	word	and	
deed	the	heart	of	God’s	conscience	
in	us.	To	champion	the	cause	of	
the	vulnerable.	As	a	tangible	illustration	
today,	I’ve	placed	(on	the	desk	at	the	back)	
one	way	of	expression	of	expressing	
conscience	to	our	rulers.		You	may	view	the	
Declaration	on	Euthanasia	and	Assisted	
Suicide	from	EFC	at	the	back	and	even	sign	
the	petition	to	help	guide	our	rulers	to	make	
godly	choices	for	our	nation.	There	are	many	
good	causes.	I	could	not	ignore	the	timing	of	
this	one	with	my	preparation	this	week.		
If	we	follow	the	example	of	Jesus	
and	His	followers	in	the	Bible,	we	
live	by	faith.	Christ’s	mission	

comes	ahead	of	personal	
comforts…ahead	of	the	Canadian	
way.	When	we	risk	our	future	in	
this	world	for	the	mission	of	Jesus,	
the	strong	man	of	this	world	is	
tied	up.	Captives	are	set	free.	
People	are	redeemed.	When	we	
encounter	suffering	in	this	world	
lets	not	be	quick	to	assume	it’s	not	
God's	will.	There	is	a	testimony	
more	powerful	than	a	trouble	free	
life.	Our	faith	shines	brightest	in	
its	darkest	hour	and	in	the	darkest	
places.	We	are	here	for	Gods	glory.		
So	let	us	finish	this	life	with	
stories	that	can	only	be	explained	
by	God	power	and	grace.		
When	the	going	gets	tough,	“our	
hope	is	built	on	nothing	less	than	
Jesus’	blood	and	righteousness	
(Edward	Mote	1834).”		
Our	struggles	are	temporary	for	
we	will	join	John	the	Baptist	in	
glory…the	view	is	far	better	
looking	at	the	finish	line	of	victory	
with	Jesus.	In	glory	what	counts	as	
treasure	are	the	stories	of	our	
dependence	on	God:	cultivating	
sowing,	watering	and	reaping	on	
rugged	ground	for	Jesus.	Amen?		
	
Prayer	for	the	Persecuted	
Church	


