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The	Spiritual	Blessing	of	Adoption	
Aug	7,2016	

Today	we	will	be	remembering	
the	sacrifice	Christ	made	on	our	
behalf.	But	not	just	to	save	us	from	
hell.	To	save	us	for	a	right	
relationship	with	God.	And	with	
astounding	spiritual	blessings.	
Despite	the	trouble	this	world	can	
be,	we	have	received	great	
privilege.	Turn	with	me	to	Eph.	
1:3-6.	Let	us	Pray	
Read	v3-4a	
Holy	and	blameless?	How	can	this	
be?	Only	in	God	seeing	Christ’s	
righteousness	in	us.		
Now	here	comes	the	blessing	
we’re	going	to	focus	on	today…	
Read	v4b-5	
He	chose	believers	like	you	and	
me.	He	loved	believers	like	you	
and	me	so	much	that	He	adopted	
us.	And	He	wanted	it	that	way.	It’s	
His	pleasure	to	do	it.		
How	gracious	is	that?	
Read	v6	
And	all	this	is	possible	through	the	
One	He	loves.	(literally	“in	the	
beloved”).	Through	His	beloved,	
Jesus	Christ.	
	

	‘Adoption’	is	used	only	used	5	
times	in	the	Bible.	
Jewish	people	did	not	use	that	
term…but	it	happened	(Moses,	
Ruth,	Lot)	
Paul	is	the	only	one	who	

specifically	mentions	adoption.	
He’s	speaking	in	a	ancient	Greco-
Roman	context	where	there	was	a	
strong	practice	of	adoption…even	
for	the	highest	class	–	the	senate.	
Adoption	was	used	to	ensure	
there	would	be	an	heir	to	the	
throne.	I.	E.	Julius	Caesar	–	
Octavius	(Augustus);	Tiberius	was	
adopted	and	ruled	at	the	time	of	
Jesus;	Nero	was	adopted	at	the	
time	of	the	Apostle	Paul.	
The	Christian	doctrine	of	adoption	
unique	
Its	not	for	a	regent	who	is	dying	
and	looking	for	an	heir.	
Instead,	it	is	an	orphan	who	is	
dying…needing	salvation.	
Humanity	looks	for	that	sense	of	
belonging,	security	but	continually	
comes	up	empty-needing	refilling.	
Many	orphans	lose	the	ability	to	
cry	–	they	cried	out	for	so	long	and	
nobody	came,	so	they	just	stop	
(they	know	nothing	happens).		
There	maybe	some	here	who	can	
relate	to	that	this	morning.		
Searching	as	a	deer	pants	for	
water,	but	only	finding	mirage	
after	mirage	instead	of	an	oasis.	
There	is	only	One	who	has	living	
water:	
Read	Jn	14:16-20	
I	will	not	leave	you	as	orphans,	I	
will	come	to	you.	
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God	knows	that	our	condition	
cannot	be	solved	by	us.	So	God	
reached	down	to	us.	
	

Justification	–	Jesus	bore	the	
punishment	we	deserved	and	
gifted	us	the	righteousness	that	He	
possessed.	
Why	not	just	forgive	us	without	
the	sacrifice?		
We	have	a	holy	God.	Sin	cannot	be	
overlooked.		
What	kind	of	adopted	children	
would	we	be,	if	our	new	father	
made	no	sacrifice	to	get	us?	I	think	
we	would	take	it	for	granted.	I	
think	we	would	become	
prideful…and	the	stench	of	
entitlement	would	be	upon	us.	
How	dare	we	not	be	a	humble,	
forgiving,	gracious	people!	
1	Peter	2:9-10		
But	you	are	a	chosen	people,	a	
royal	priesthood,	a	holy	nation,	
God’s	special	possession,	that	you	
may	declare	the	praises	of	him	who	
called	you	out	of	darkness	into	his	
wonderful	light.	Once	you	were	not	
a	people,	but	now	you	are	the	
people	of	God;	once	you	had	not	
received	mercy,	but	now	you	have	
received	mercy.	
God	takes	us	from	the	surgery	
table,	where	He	gives	us	a	new	
heart	
He	takes	us	to	the	courtroom	
where	the	gavel	falls	on	Jesus	

instead	of	us.	Most	judges	would	
be	happy	not	to	see	an	acquitted	
person	again…especially	if	he	
knew	the	person	was	guilty.	But	if	
we	take	Jesus’	parable	of	the	
prodigal	son	seriously:	God	
actually	takes	us	home	to	sit	at	His	
table,	throws	a	feast	for	us	and	
calls	us	His	sons	and	daughters	
(Lk	15:11-32).		
See	what	great	love	the	Father	has	
lavished	on	us,	that	we	should	be	
called	children	of	God!	And	that	is	
what	we	are!		1	Jn	3:1	
Experience	Adoption	
We	know	this	in	our	heads,	I’ve	
explained	it.	
But	how	do	we	move	this	into	our	
experience…a	guiding	attitude	for	
living.	
We	long	for	that	day	when	we	are	
fully	united	with	God	in	
heaven…or	for	Christ’s	return	to	
begin	the	final	age…where	Christ	
reigns	and	then	finally	death	and	
the	devil	are	cast	away	for	good.	
But	how	now	shall	we	live?	
Just	surviving?	Just	waiting?	
Here’s	3	helps	-	to	live	now	under	
God’s	spiritual	blessing	of	
adoption.	
	

1. We	have	a	new	status	so	we	
can	live	more	confidently.		

Gal	4:4-7	
But	when	the	set	time	had	fully	
come,	God	sent	his	Son,	born	of	a	
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woman,	born	under	the	law,	to	
redeem	those	under	the	law,	that	
we	might	receive	adoption	to	
sonship.	Because	you	are	his	sons,	
God	sent	the	Spirit	of	his	Son	into	
our	hearts,	the	Spirit	who	calls	out,	
“Abba,	Father.”	So	you	are	no	
longer	a	slave,	but	God’s	child;	and	
since	you	are	his	child,	God	has	
made	you	also	an	heir.	
We	are	heirs…with	the	Spirit	of	
Christ	in	our	hearts.	We	get	a	new	
identity.	Not	based	on	what	we’ve	
done	(all	those	wrong	thoughts	
and	actions)	but	who	Jesus	is.	Our	
sin,	our	past	no	longer	defines	us.	
When	God	looks	at	us,	He	sees	
Jesus,	His	Son.		
Rom	8:17		
Now	if	we	are	children,	then	we	are	
heirs—heirs	of	God	and	co-heirs	
with	Christ,	if	indeed	we	share	in	
his	sufferings	in	order	that	we	may	
also	share	in	his	glory.	
Fellow	heirs	with	Christ.	One	day	
we’ll	fully	realize	our	adoption	
status	(complete	with	new	
resurrection	bodies	and	
sinlessness).	But	until	then,	don’t	
be	surprised	when	suffering		
comes…it	matures	us,	deepens	our	
faith	and	identifies	us	with	Jesus.	
It’s	like	an	age	requirement	for	a	
son	to	receive	control	of	the	family	
inheritance.	He’s	still	a	son	but	the	
full	amount	is	held	in	trust.		
	

Sadly,	we	can	miss	out	on	this	
sense	of	sonship	–	through	
stubbornness	or	deception.		
Is	there	anything	from	the	past	
that	still	tries	to	hold	you	
down….haunted,	fearful?		
Do	we	let	those	things	define	us	
instead?	
Or	are	we	slow	to	pass	grace	on?		
If	God’s	mercy	doesn’t	motivate,	
consider	Jesus’	teaching	in	the	
Lord’s	prayer	(forgive	us	as	we	
forgive	others)	and	the	parable	
about	the	unforgiving	servant	
(Matt	18:21-35).		
God	has	very	strong	feelings	about	
us	withholding	grace	to	others.	
Don’t	mess	with	Him	on	that.	I	
believe	a	person’s	faith	is	lacking	
sincerity…in	trouble,	when	he	or	
she	continues	to	define	others	by	
their	past	and	hold	on	to	
bitterness.	Our	tongue	betrays	the	
toxic	buildup	in	our	soul…when	
we	speak	ill	of	others.		
Instead,	we	need	to	put	our	hand	
to	the	plough	and	till	a	straight	
path.	Our	eyes	on	Jesus.	As	we	
prepare	our	hearts	for	
Communion…it’s	time	to	put	to	
rest	those	things	that	have	been	
haunting	us	and	those	grudges	
once	and	for	all.	And	when	God	is	
calling	us	to	do	the	difficult	work	
of	correction,	He	commands	us	to	
be	humble	and	gracious	in	
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addressing	sin	in	others.		
The	enemy	uses	guilt,	envy	and	
judgment	motives	to	break	
Christian	fellowship	and	to	defeat	
us	from	realizing	how	God	sees	us.		
If	we	are	in	Christ	Jesus…the	
world	no	longer	defines	us.	We	are	
no	longer	slaves	to	sin	and	death.	
We	are	sons	and	daughters.	Clay	
pots	with	cracks	we	may	be	on	the	
outside.	But	the	Holy	Spirit	
inhabits	our	souls.	We	have	life	
everlasting.		
Church,	I	am	reminding	us	to	take	
God	at	His	word.	We	are	truly	
God’s	chosen	heirs	along	with	
Christ.	We	demonstrate	faith	by	
living	like	it…receiving	and	
passing	on	God’s	grace.	

	

2. We	have	a	new	Father	so	we	
can	cry	out	more	boldly.		

Rom	8:14-15.		
For	those	who	are	led	by	the	Spirit	
of	God	are	the	children	of	God.	The	
Spirit	you	received	does	not	make	
you	slaves,	so	that	you	live	in	fear	
again;	rather,	the	Spirit	you	
received	brought	about	your	
adoption	to	sonship.	And	by	him	we	
cry,	“Abba,	Father.”	
We	are	no	longer	captive	to	fear	
because	our	Father	is	the	great	I	
AM.	Abba	communicates	the	
quality	and	sweetness	of	the	
relationship.	God	is	our	
Father…not	just	in	the	sense	of	the	

head	of	the	household	but	in	the	
sense	of	a	father	who	cherishes	his	
children…provides,	protects	and	
sacrifices	for	his	children.	The	
same	name	Jesus	uses…if	you	can	
believe.	In	the	garden	of	
Gethsemane…just	before	his	
betrayal,	“Father,	if	you	are	willing	
take	this	cup	(of	wrath)	from	me;	
yet	not	my	will	but	yours	be	done	
(Lk	22:42).”	Jesus	also	said	from	
the	cross,	“Father,	forgive	them	for	
they	don’t	know	what	they	are	
doing	(Lk	23:34).”	
I’ve	borrowed	key	parts	of	this	
sermon	from	Josh	Dool,	a	church	
planter	in	Vancouver…from	his	
sermon	last	Sunday.	And	it	really	
struck	me	when	he	shared	at	this	
point	that	he	grew	up	in	foster	
care.	He	didn’t	know	his	earthly	
father.	
Bowling	family….Josh	did	
homework	in	the	back	while	they	
bowled.	Did	feel	free	to	share	his	
needs	because	he	knew	that	he	
was	an	outsider	and	sometimes	an	
imposition.	
Minister’s	family…good	
experience	overall	but	he	know	he	
was	not	a	son.	He	at	the	table	with	
them	at	least	but	when	the	kids	
when	off	to	school	in	the	morning	
it	wasn’t	a	hug,	“I	love	you.”	It	was	
an	awkward,	”see	you	later.”	
We	get	to	call	God,	“Abba	Father.”		
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God	sees	Christ	in	us…a	real	
family	connection	with	the	God	of	
the	universe…who	put	the	stars	in	
their	place!	We	can	cry	out	to	Him.	
We	can	run	to	Him.		
Does	He	just	feel	like	a	distant	
authority?		
We	don’t	have	to	wait	in	the	lobby	
while	His	secretary	makes	an	
appointment	with	one	of	His	
associates.	We	have	access	to	the	
throne	anytime,	anyplace.	
How	have	we	been	responding	to	
our	heavenly	Abba	Father?	Do	we	
still	act	like	an	imposition…not	
really	a	son	or	daughter?		
Worship	and	Surrender	as	a	real	
son	and	daughter…make	the	most	
of	the	relationship	that	Jesus	died	
for	us	to	have.	

	

3. We	have	a	new	home	so	we	
can	sleep	more	soundly.	

Rom	8:31-34,	35,	37-39	
31	What,	then,	shall	we	say	in	
response	to	these	things?	If	God	is	
for	us,	who	can	be	against	us?	
32	He	who	did	not	spare	his	own	
Son,	but	gave	him	up	for	us	all—
how	will	he	not	also,	along	with	
him,	graciously	give	us	all	things?	
33	Who	will	bring	any	charge	
against	those	whom	God	has	
chosen?	It	is	God	who	justifies.	
34	Who	then	is	the	one	who	
condemns?	No	one.	Christ	Jesus	
who	died—more	than	that,	who	

was	raised	to	life—is	at	the	right	
hand	of	God	and	is	also	interceding	
for	us.	
35	Who	shall	separate	us	from	the	
love	of	Christ?	Shall	trouble	or	
hardship	or	persecution	or	famine	
or	nakedness	or	danger	or	sword?		
37	No,	in	all	these	things	we	are	
more	than	conquerors	through	him	
who	loved	us.	38	For	I	am	
convinced	that	neither	death	nor	
life,	neither	angels	nor	demons,	
neither	the	present	nor	the	future,	
nor	any	powers,	39	neither	height	
nor	depth,	nor	anything	else	in	all	
creation,	will	be	able	to	separate	us	
from	the	love	of	God	that	is	in	
Christ	Jesus	our	Lord.	
	

Our	position	is	secure.	Now	and	
forever	in	heaven…where	Jesus	
has	gone	ahead	and	prepared	a	
place	for	us.	
Being	bought	into	the	household	
of	God	is	the	greatest	privilege.	
And	nothing	will	steal	this	away	
from	us.	We	are	God’s	children	
forever	because	nothing	we	did,	
purchased	this	right	standing.	We	
are	still	called	to	resist	the	devil,	
to	repent,	to	run	from	evil	but	our	
standing	is	not	based	on	our	
performance.		
Even	as	humans,	it	is	a	rare	thing	
for	a	parent	to	stop	loving	their	
child.	Why?	Because	that	child	is	
from	them.	There	is	a	sense	of	
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ownership.	You	are	mine.	I	will	
never	stop	loving	you.	It	does	not	
mean	I	won’t	discipline	my	
children.	A	real	loving	father	will.	
Because	he	cares	how	that	child	
turns	out.	He	cares	about	legacy	
too.		
We	are	legally	adopted,	purchased	
by	the	blood	of	Jesus	on	the	cross.	
Not	because	of	our	works	but	
because	of	the	righteousness	of	
Christ.	God’s	love	for	us	is	based	
upon	our	adoption…in	the	beloved	
(Eph	1:6).		
If	you	are	a	believer…	you	can	live	
now	under	God’s	spiritual	blessing	
of	adoption.	
a. A	new	status	in	God’s	eyes	so	
you	can	live	more	
confidently	

b. A	new	Father	so	you	can	cry	
out	more	boldly	

c. A	new	home	so	you	can	sleep	
more	soundly	

If	you	haven’t	been	a	believer…	
• but	this	sounds	like	good	
news	

• your	being	convicted	
• dissatisfied	with	the	sameold		

Perhaps	regeneration	has	begun	
in	your	heart.	God’s	Spirit	is	
revealing	a	new	life	to	you	
through	Jesus…the	way	to	God	to	
be	your	Abba	Father.	Realize	
what’s	happening	and	go	to	your	
Father	in	heaven…the	relationship	
you	were	created	for.	I	will	be	
happy	to	pray	with	you	and	
explain	this	relationship	more.	
And	introduce	you	to	the	Father	
through	Jesus	Christ.		
	

If	you	are	a	believer	badgered	by	
the	enemy…trying	to	get	you	to	
feel	like	an	illegitimate	child.	Use	
our	time	in	Communion	to	renew	
your	faith	in	God’s	trusted	word.		
Respond	to	God’s	love	and	
correction	in	your	life.	Plow	a	
straight	line	again…eyes	fixed	on	
the	perfector	of	our	faith	and	the	
glory	of	eternity	with	Him.	

	


